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THIS 1S UNEVALUATED INFORMATION i
1. It may be worth noting that the "Slava' Whaling Expedition Jed by Flotilla
Commader (kapitan direktor) Splvaniil, has been iravelling an aliered ronce dur~j,

R At pregent,

ing the past two or three years.

From the time this expedition was {irst organized, it followed one and the same ©
established route: Odesca-Bosporus-Dardanelles-Gibraltur-Antarctic (expedition
grounds}. Travelling this route, the expedition covered 13,000 niles, that is,
from Odeéssa to the ..ntarctic, stopping at Capetovn on the way (10,000 miles to

the Eastern part of the Teidell Sea).

&

the expeiition travels to the intarctic on an altered route, ie,
Odeasa-Bosporus Darlanclles=Givbraliar-lontevideo (calling at this port)--antarctig
{(nunting graundsB. “oliowing ithe altered route, the expedition now covers

11,400 miles on its r'n {from Odessa to the Antarctic, with one call at Montevi-
ceo, (11.400 miles to tiic Eastern part of the Yeddell Sea}, that is almost 1400
sea miles more than the distance covered previously. 50X1-HUM

the chan, e »f the expedition's travel route was not just as acei-~
Tental matter. »0st probably ithe Soviet government uses the expedition in order
to pursue its own plans in the South american countries. It certainly attempts
to promote contact with agsents and pro-commnist elements and coordinate propa-
sanda and subvergive aciivitiesz. | | the Coviet government wants to

use the South Amcrican countries as a bridgehead for an attack againgt the US

and the Y"Slava™ wWhaiing Zxpeditiom is just one of a seories of vehicles servin~
this eni. OSurelw the Soviet government would not allow the expedition comwmander

1> exceed his itrave!l limiits by almost 1,400 niles il it 4id not have ultericr
motives. The number of personnel accompanying the "Slava' expedition is very
larce. The whaling fact- ry ship has a displacement of about 30,00C tons ani is
uzually Accompaniad by 12-15 whale~boatls and other expediiion vessels. The

to%al crew of the expedition amounts to at least 530-2000 persons. For sueh a
larc-e ewpedition, 1,500 miles of unnecessary iravel, equivalent to six or 2,
days, demands considerable fuel consumption and a lot of extira supplies for
crew (coming to at least © 0,000 rubles ror six or eight days). Throse are very

“ish operational erponse..
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S5e ngé are the distances travelled by the "Slava" miing Expedition: ‘ '

(a) Previous route: Odessa-Gibraltar - 2,155 miles
o Zbraltar-Capetown = 5,100 miles
Capetosn-Weddell Sea area = 2,700 miles.

~(b) Present route: Odessa-Gibraltar - 2,155 miles, : ,
Gibraltar-Montevideo - 5,200 miles - I -
Montevideo-Weddell Sea area ~ 4,000 miles. - 50X1-HUM

6. - Soviet Merchant Marine vessles make frequent trips to South American ports, some-
times even passing through the Panama Canal. For instance, & late-model Soviet
tanker, the "Ashkbabad" {at least 10,000 tons) called at some South American port:
in December 13955. The tanker "Volga Don",
commanded by Captain Fopepko, visited some Soulh American port in January 1956.

Also in January 1956, the large dry-cargo motor ship "Admiral Ushakov', commanded

by Captain Kruk, called at one of the South-American ports. It should be noted that
trips by Soviet vessels to South American ports are neither on an infrequent bor ’
casual basis. Vhen looking at Soviet publications for 1955 and 1956 (partieularly
“Vodny Transport"), one may see that such irips occur frequently and fairly regular-
1y as well. It may be worth noting also that vessels belonging to a few South e
Amerisan countries and Mexico also ply between home ports and ports of the Soviet
Union. | practicallyAevery.Soviet vessel
‘leaving its home port on a distant voyage {calling at. foreign ports) in some way

or another serves Soviet propaganda purposes or serves as & connecting link for

other Soviet government subversive activities. ’ . : 50X1-HUM

7. unable to state categorically that NMontevideo happens to be the central
station through which Soviet vessels provide pro-Communist elements in Uruguay an
other South American countries with the necessary materials. It is possible,
however, that tontevideo harbor is actually one of such central points because
Soviet vessels visit lMontevidec more frequently than any other South American ports.
'Also, the governzent of the Republie of Uruguay maintains diplomatic relations

with thg Ussit. 50X1-HUM
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&. _
. | the USSR
governmenti attaches great imporiance to a1l Souin imerican countries ano considers
them a bridgehead for operations directed acainst the US and that penetration into
South 4 _erican countrics is a far-reaching problem for the USSR government. . f—“j

the US3R sovernment rates Soviet merchant vessels very OIEnLy

In a tactical genzeo,
penciration into South American eountries.
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411 Lmpassies and Soviet Governmanit agjenciées ove
orgunize or control copoonane activities 50X1-HUM

10.

1. Propasania material ls 0ot only Jelivered to foreipn ports by means of non-Soviet y
vesecls but Lov.et wvocse.c as well. lethods of delivery can be quite varied, that
lezal andé illemal.  Tne of ibe oo cans of delivery of such material is via
special azencics, « ins ce inarodnaya Imijza’ and others of ihis type).

One of <ihe ilieral mothods of Jelivery of this material is to ship them dressed up
as “reight or ascsinec 1o some LUy concignee living in cne countiry or another.

12. If propasanda material lo shippes on vessels as (reight or dressed up as freight,
customs inspect on cannot interiere with itz packing. Type and amount of freight
is5 checked by means © nips' cargo documncenis without opening crates or packing.
Various Jdeccription Zinz the cargo and its destination can be entered in the
shipoing cocumenii.

13.

14. the Soviei governmeont lends active support T
subversive Troups in Couth ameriean countries. This support is confined not only to
material assistanes b also exionds 1o guldance, instruction and moral assistance.
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